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1 wish I could beas optimistic as ody ror the "“031 pal ‘,“C ct"'-y por-
Jonah Raskin onthe qucsnoq of the trays the i‘l’ unieils of gov n.mat
uses of the Pentagon Papers as a mass a5 arenas which enc ourag zedideba
instructional tool. Despii all appear- Here is Ancricaf pluralism af work:
ances, 1 fear that the documents, in T} CiA is to be congratnlated forthe «
their manner of excerptation and inter- ac ‘Li‘»'y of its estimates, wm > tne
pretat ion, may have the effect of actuel- Ccz:cwl“.v condemaed fo heir "l’n'*—','.
Ay reinforcing puohc respect for the sys- ho bon "Oa*"\fﬁ_{ "“"l("‘s ’hen'onc is |
tem vesponsible for thc wat, Here are a_drawn into this type ol 2 mlyt"‘ﬁ’g-gm‘nf:;.
few brief cominents: o lone is cxpicied to QL‘)')OAK one side or
"e‘p;ue-s I»o Not the other rather than call for :m overs
rtion Yor  Amerdk throw of the gameitself, :
) Vigtnamn. They 3. The
may contain the ingredients for an hon- Mecessarily
est history bui'their authors do not real-” Crimes Trinis o
ly prooc into the conereie interests of the war asa progression of Cno' 5, Cthe
Amgrica’s’mad bombers or the nature Study may verv well soften the culne-«
of the-? Cax Americana the Indochina bility of mdradual decisionmakers am! ©
Jintervention was ‘intended to advance. their collective effort, “The published
The Study is omnoamr‘ with facts bug record.” notes former U.S. Arabassa-
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weak on their interpretation. It pragents 407 10 Suaigon, Frcd"ric!: Nolting,
the spectacle of tacticy 1 “cL»_—Cppm,‘ “tunds to varnish ov r these crucial . .
t\'ccn policy advisors, but jittie direet rents to muake ‘them l"\.s offe n\l ¢ or

evi dmcc about the f:am owoik of thair (‘dm.zﬂmn to those involved:" Asthe
\"/_,N The [‘.l nr‘)ﬂ; an(, dv\ Fosiovs F\\"‘[') 1por CUl‘IITlIH\IS \‘ul‘r‘ll d‘i"ll'l\[
remiin technotrats even in their crimis’ “AcCarthyism of the Left.” the mass
nzlity: By limiting their stories on-the medin actually adopts the pomuon : )
‘documents to the 8- d“rg(I “( ecoision. warned against by Daniel f:llsbc‘rg.
‘making process™ the New York Times They view thewar as “a tragedy with-
‘and the rest of the bourgcois press, out villains, war crimes without erimi-
which have now abandoned the story, nals. les without !mrs, A process or

fane

ey

narrowed the scope of any real inquiry, 1mmaculate deception.”
Their intent was never to demysti fv the P am sure Brother Roskin shares all
American system. “We threw out liter- O these briefly-enumerated fears. 11
ally hundreds of documenis --- some Someone’s looking for an account of the
which would have put your hair on end War Which $hows how dogum: ents cun be
R bccau%f' they dign't” sqo"_ now tas used Lo write hom%t hutox) ‘consult’
(A_CCIS ions were made,” the Times® for- *The Secret History of Kennedy's
cign cditor has admitted. This anproach Private War™ by dl];n Stavins which®
'lcd a Times editor to concludz the pap- rappeared in'the Mew York Review of
.cr § seriesiby pronounc ng the *’:cmam Books in late July. All of this is to say
war 2 “Creck T r'\m‘() . We dearn that it remains for radical scholars and
‘more aboiit the war to ’:no we have: the left itself to reinterpret and popular-
wunuf‘reto od very iit tc “T . . vize the feaning of the Pentagon Pap-

. 2. The Peatsgon Papers Have ers. Jonah Raskin has me ade one stab.
Been Used a3 oz A i for Weneed more.

the American Systemn. Overscas, the ST Dapiel Schechter
publication of the Study has been taken ' '
as evidence of the basic resilicnce of the
American'system. The press has patted
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itself on the back f for 1ts
Its pm’ldii: speai giibly of
Courl's anti-governmen t dMSNm as an
 indication that 1 1984 is not here yet, by

couawc while
the Supreme
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